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BASIC-ABSTRACT: 



NOVELTY - A database stores data of goods and services desired by network users. 
The request for proposals (RFPs ) (30) is transmitted to a central network 
processing unit (CNPU) which then transmits RFP notices. The seller/bidder (22) 
receives the notice and submits an encrypted bid (34) to the CNPU which allows the 
requesters to view all bids along with a bidder f s optional profile to develop a 
knowledge-based selection of preferred bidder. 
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USE - For insurance companies, private boat owners, private and commercial 
waterfront owners, marinas, municipal beach and lake restoration, vessel 
manufacturers, boatyards and shipyards, marine repair facilities, engine and 
equipment dealers, boat trailer manufacturers, boat towing and transporting 
companies, dredging companies, dock and sea wall companies and beach restoration 
companies . 

ADVANTAGE - Provides automated e-mail start and finish notification to the 
buyer / requester notifying the best candidate of its selection and the losing bidder 
notifications. By providing the central network processing unit, the solicitation 
of bids for the procurement of goods and services is efficiently realized. 

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWING (S) - The figure shows the block diagram of the online RFP 
procurement auction system. 

Seller/bidder 22 

Request for proposals 30 

Encrypted bid 34 
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ABSTRACTED-PUB-NO: WO 200275597A 
BASIC- ABSTRACT: 

NOVELTY - In a network system, several sites (101-105) may collaborate in a product 
development and selected sites may be the source of product content. At each 
potential source site, a generic schema is generated for exchanging the different 
types of data packages between remotely located sites. When a site to site transfer 
is required data is converted on-the-fly from its original schema to the generic 
schema, transferred and converted in the receiver to the its schema. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION - An INDEPENDENT CLAIM is also included for a data network for 
generating a virtual unified product content repository consisting of a plurality 
of different databases. 
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USE - For use in data processing systems, particularly for providing collaborative- 
commerce (C-commerce) and engineering platforms for Product Content Repositories 



ADVANTAGE - The use of generic schema allows a seamless collaboration between 
engineering/designing departments and between engineering and manufacturing 
departments. Reliability is provided by eliminating single points of failure in the 
enterprise wide data repository. Data integrity is provided by maintaining 
completeness and accuracy of the product information and productivity is improved 
by provision of rapid access to data round the clock. Engineering and manufacturing 
resources can be balanced along with network loads. The method offers essentially 
unlimited scalability. The enhanced functionality of conventional exchange engines 
offers better support for intensive engineering data Request For Proposals (RFPs ) , 
bi-directional product content/data integration between buyer 1 s and bidder 1 s back 
end and enterprise resource planning systems, support for intensive engineering 
data RFPs and dissolves the boundary between procurement and fulfilment into a 
seamless C-commerce process. 

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWING (S) - The figure schematically illustrates the general layout 
and functioning of an engineering collaboration system. 

Engineering collaboration system sites. 101-105 
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